
Cuxton Parish Council 

 

Cuxton Parish Council consists of 11 elected or co-opted councillors.  All councillors are 

volunteers who give up their time to benefit the community they live in.  They serve for a 

period of 4 years. 

Membership May 2015- 8th May 2019 

Councillor Elected/co-opted Committees 

Mrs Kay Hutchfield 
Council Chairman 

Elected May 2015 Land Management, 
Planning, Finance, 
Personnel (Chair) 

Gordon Chitty 
Council Vice-chairman 

Elected May 2015 Land Management, Planning 
(Chair), Finance (Chair), 
Personnel 

Ged Chalker Elected May 2015  

Sheila Chambelain Elected May 2015  

Matt Fearn 
Ward Councillor 

Elected May 2015 Planning 

Mrs Elizabeth Maisey Elected May 2015 Land Management (Chair) 

Mrs Julie Porter Co-opted March 2016 Land Management (Vice 
Chair) , Personnel and 
Planning 

Matthew Porter Co-opted November 2016 
Resigned February 2019 

Land Management, Planning 
(Vice-Chair), Personnel, 
Finance 

Colin Sacre Co-opted March 2016 
Resigned February 2019 

Land Management, 
Planning, Finance and 
Personnel 

Tracy Thorley Elected 29 October 2015 Land Management Finance 
and Personnel 

Paul Turner Co-opted November 2016 Planning, Finance and 
Personnel 

 

The current Council reaches the end of its term of office on the 8th May. 

11 Councillors were nominated for 11 vacancies and all were elected unopposed without 

the need for an election 

From the 8th May 2019 the Council will consist of the following members. 

Councillor  Elected/Co-opted Committees 

Martin Burley May 2019 tba 

Mrs Kay Hutchfield May 2019 tba 

Elizabeth Maisey May 2019 tba 

Natalie Jackson May 2019 tba 



John Manning May 2019 tba 

Hilary Savage May 2019 tba 

Edwina Morrell May 2019 tba 

Julie Porter May 2019 tba 

Patricia Reynolds May 2019 tba 

Tracy Thorley May 2019 tba 

Simon White May 2019 tba 

 

The Parish Council Clerk is Daniela Baylis 

The Assistant Parish Clerk is Josie Griffiths 

They both work out of the Parish office which is situated in the Pavilion in the Recreation 

Ground in Bush Road. 

Telephone number – 01634 730951 

 

Planning 

The Parish Council is able to comment on planning applications but is only advisory.  The 

Planning Committee meets as and when necessary to discuss planning applications and the 

results are submitted to Medway Council.  The final decision on all planning applications is 

made by Medway Council.  

Response to Medway Council Local Plan: Development Options  

Cuxton Parish Council has provided a specific response to the consultation document as it 
applies to Cuxton. Areas have been considered in order of relevance to Cuxton rather than as 
laid out in the consultation document. 

General remarks 

The lack of any clear strategic plan to manage the growing traffic congestion is of particular 
concern to Cuxton Parish Council and its residents. The A228 through Cuxton is already over 
capacity, and it is difficult to see how any further housing developments along the A228 can 
be considered if there are no proposals to improve the road infrastructure. Plans for managing 
traffic from the proposed Lower Thames River Crossing, St Andrews and Temple Marsh 
development and St Peter’s village must be in place and funded before any decisions on 
further housing development are considered. Bus lanes and cycle routes should form part of 
this plan along with a clear map indicating where the riverside public access will link, so that 
it is not just a piecemeal plan, that is available to residents of new developments, but does 
not work for the wider community. This work should be the foundation on which the Medway 
Council plan is built. 

In addition there is specific concern about the lack of planned school places and health 
facilities such as GPs and pharmacies to support any small, medium or large scale housing 
development along the section of the A228 between Strood and the M20. Without such 
essential facilities the community cannot function successfully.  



Vision and Strategic Objectives 

Medway City? -  Gillingham, Rainham, Chatham, Strood. 

If there is an intention to create a Medway City this needs to be more explicit, and the costs 
and benefits of such an ambition clearly stated. 

Effective transport networks 

Cuxton Parish Council feels that this area of the plan fails to address the current and potential 
road infrastructure problems. 

Duty to co-operate 

There seems to have been very limited engagement with Tonbridge and Malling Council 
regarding the building of St Peter’s Village. Opportunities to obtain some financial 
compensation for villages like Cuxton and Halling do not appear to have been taken. Given 
the scale of this development we believe there will be an increased flow of traffic from St 
Peter’s Village to the M2 through Cuxton for which we should be compensated. 

Development that reduces flooding  

Given the threat from global warming and associated increased risk of flooding, Cuxton Parish 
Council would oppose any development on the land identified as Cuxton Gate. It forms part 
of the flood plain that protects Bush Road from flooding and a development of that site would 
place this area at increased risk. It is for this reason that previous planning applications for 
this site were refused. 

Riverside walks 

This is an ambition Cuxton Parish Council would support as it provides areas for walking and 
cycling along relatively flat terrain. This has obvious benefits for health as well as the potential 
for reducing car usage. However, there needs to be a plan that identifies gaps in the continuity 
of riverside walkways and identifies ways of joining sections together to make the walk and 
cycle ways more appealing and useful. 

Maintain distinction between towns and villages 

Cuxton Parish Council wants to see the green spaces between Cuxton and Strood and Cuxton 
and Halling maintained. We do not wish to be absorbed in to an urban sprawl. 

 

Delivering Sustainable Development  

Options 

• Maximising potential for urban regeneration: high density 
It is the view of Cuxton Parish Council that high density development within the urban 
areas is a useful way of providing affordable accommodation that is attractive to first 
time buyers and to the elderly wishing to downsize nearer to services and amenities. 
 

• Suburban expansion - greenfield sites Strood and Rainham 
Cuxton Parish Council would not support the use of green field sites at this stage. 
 

• Hoo peninsula focus- includes Lodge Hill 



If this development is approved there must be preceded by improvement to the 
capacity of the A228. 
 

• Urban regeneration and Rural Town  
 

Housing 

The housing need projections seem very large and it is not clear how they are calculated. 

The dilemma for Cuxton is that as smaller houses come on to the market they are bought and 
developed in to larger family homes. This also makes it more difficult for local young people 
to get on to the housing market. There is also a perceived need for more accommodation 
suitable for the elderly enabling them to downsize. If there is nowhere for young adults and 
older people to move into, the process draws to a halt and the developers move in. 

Affordable homes for young and old are not attractive to developers, but are needed if 
residents who have been born in Cuxton or lived here for many years can stay in the village. 
Some form of social housing may be the answer. However, Councillors and residents have 
commented that Housing Association criteria do not seem to favour local people and that this 
perpetuates the problems for local people looking for homes. 

Recent planning applications have illustrated that some residents are applying to build 
separate homes on their land to accommodate adult children. This may be an answer for 
some but increases the density of housing in our rural community. 

Other residents have proposed Medway Council consider developing a ‘Retirement Village’ 
with suitable medical and social support systems that might provide a healthy and secure 
environment for older people, such as provided by ExtraCare Charitable Trust. The Centenary 
Garden in Gillingham has also been highlighted as a way of providing the opportunity to 
downsize for those who wish to do so.  

 

Potential Development Sites 



The consultation document identifies three areas for potential housing development within 
Cuxton. Cuxton Parish Council would like to make the following comments on the area 
identified. 

 

0782: Cuxton Gate, Station Road, Cuxton 

This area forms part of the flood plain protecting Bush Road Cuxton, and so could be 
considered unsuitable for housing. It also forms part of the border with Strood and previous 
outline applications for development were rejected because it was essential green space 
separating Cuxton from Strood. 

0676: Cuxton Station, Station Road, Cuxton 

This small area does have potential for development and also contains a station house that 
has historic interest and could be restored. It could be the site for some small development 
of affordable smaller homes/flats. The land assessment states that the land ’has poor access 
to public transport’ yet is adjacent to Cuxton station, and so could be said to have excellent 
access to public transport.  

 

1068: South of Sundridge Hill, Cuxton 

This area is adjacent to A228, and given the high volume of traffic on A228 at peak times, it is 
difficult to see how residents exiting any development here will be able to turn right during 
peak hours. The proposal for a mini roundabout here seems unrealistic as such a proposal 
was dismissed for the Bush Road / A228 junction. 

1015: Off Sundridge Hill 

This location does not appear to be an attractive area to be developed for housing. It also has 
the same challenges for access to the A228 as the site 1068. 

0722: 90-94, Bush Road 



Cuxton Parish Council does not consider this a suitable site for development. 

0705: Pit 2, Roman Road, Strood and 0686: Digger Land, Roman Way, Strood 

Cuxton Parish Council consider that these two site should not be considered for development 
until the traffic congestion issues on the A228 are addressed. The impact of the current 
Temple Marsh development on the already congested A228 is unknown. To consider two 
more large developments totalling a potential 309 houses in this location would seem unwise.   

Of concern to Cuxton Parish Council and residents is that we already have over 80 children 
from Medway Gate and the Earl Estate attending Cuxton Academy of Schools. Additional 
children travelling from any new development in Strood to school in Cuxton would further 
impact on the severe traffic congestion that residents currently experience in Bush Road, 
during school start and finish time. 

 

Infrastructure 

Cuxton Parish Council would support a blanket ban on any development along the A228 until 
such time as a strategic plan has been developed that addresses the problem of over capacity 
of the A228 between M20 and M2, and rising school and health care needs. Any plan will also 
need to include the impact of the Lower Thames Crossing. 

Developer Contributions p92 

In the past Cuxton residents have seen no benefit from housing developments at Medway 
Gate and more recently, the waterfront development at Temple Marsh, Strood.  

The Developers Contribution from St Andrews Place for traffic lights at the Bush Road/A228 
junction may be insufficient to cover the costs. Therefore, it is highly important to Cuxton 
Parish Council that if any of the proposed development sites that impact on Cuxton and the 
A228 are agreed, Medway Council ensure that Section 106 agreements are in place so that 
Cuxton residents are in some way compensated.  

There are some significant needs in Cuxton that require funding, and which Cuxton Parish 
Council needs Medway Council to include in future S106 agreements. 

1. Funding a village hall; Cuxton has no village/community hall. 
2. Funding for development of the recreation ground (MUGA & parking) 
3. Funding to support Riverside walk along diverted RS 206 
4. Funding for school bus from Medway Gate and Earl Estate to Cuxton School. 

Sustainable Transport 

Comments relating to transport plan, strategic road network and connectivity issues are 
included in the general comments at the beginning of this response. 

Residents have expressed concern regarding the impact of the proposed Lower Thames 
Crossing, Option C on traffic using the A228 through Cuxton. Some have suggested continuing 
the new crossing to the north of Cuxton (avoiding Cobham), and joining the A228 at the 
roundabout close to Peters Bridge between Halling and Snodland. This would pass through 
highly sensitive green, but largely publicly owned land, which would prove unpopular with 
some. However, it would provide a quicker and less polluting route to the M20 than doing 
nothing to relieve the inevitable increased congestion on the A228. 



Cuxton Riverside Footpath 

This item has been on the agenda of Cuxton Parish Council and Cuxton Countryside Group for 
a number of years now and appeared to be progressing with the application for the diversion 
of footpath RS206. 

In 2012, a public path diversion order was made to transfer the footpath from the southern, 
riverside of the railway to the northern side.  This did not progress, for some unknown reason 
connected with Network Rail. Port Medway Marina are keen to see this diversion take place, 
as it will increase the security of their site. 

Port Medway Marina are also keen to see a combined foot/cycle path established on their 
land and have submitted a planning application for an easement from the railway underpass 
to the M2/CTRL bridge, under the registration MC/12/0468. There are security-fencing 
financial issues to be dealt with, together with legal fees in developing the path. 

Sustrans, the national cycle association, have expressed strong interest in helping with the 
development of a combined foot/cycle path from Cuxton station into Strood, via the riverside. 

Cuxton Parish Council has been involved with the Medway Community Rail Partnership in 
developing the use of the railway and has established a good contact within Network Rail, 
who are actively checking the reasons for the non-advancement of the diversion. This 
partnership is very active and will prove beneficial to our cause. 

2017 now appears to be a good year to drive the development of the riverside path forward. 

The proposed footpath will, at present, stop at the junction of Port Medway Marina land and 
the Leisure Centre, underneath the M2/CRTL Bridge. The owners of the Leisure Centre land 
are not keen to allow a footpath linkage, however, the fact those involved in establishing a 
path link from Cuxton all the way through to Strood, might encourage them to change their 
mind. 

Natural Environment and Green Belt  

Green belt 

Maintaining the Green Belt is important to Cuxton Parish Council and its residents 

Flood risk 

It is important to note that the flood risk to Cuxton will be increased by any housing 
development approved for 0782: Cuxton Gate, Station Road, Cuxton. 

  

Built Environment  
Both residents and Cuxton Parish Council would like to see a diversity of dwellings. There 
should be more conversion of redundant shops and offices in the town centres to residential 
accommodation. High rise development in the urban areas should include provision of health 
and social care facilities, as well as accessible dwellings with adequate lifts and security 
features, that would attract elderly residents and those living alone. There should also be 
sufficient car parking space for residents and their visitors.  
Developers should be encouraged to provide more bungalows with interior accommodation 
suitable for the elderly and disabled. There should be more affordable housing with selection 
criteria weighted in favour of local people. 



Some have suggested planning restrictions should be imposed on loft conversion on 
bungalows to be prohibited their development in to family homes and retain the current stock 
of small bungalows.  
 

Conclusion 
Cuxton Parish Council and residents consider overwhelmingly that all infrastructure must be 
in place before any development starts and that developer contributions for infrastructure 
must be paid over in advance of the start of any development to enable this to happen. This 
should extend to developments outside Medway that will impact on the A228. Infrastructure 
includes highways; education; medical facilities, public transport. The money should be spent 
within the village or area affected and not elsewhere in Medway. 
 
There should be a real diversity of housing, with more affordable homes. 
 
Building should be on brownfield sites wherever possible. 
 
Villages must be separated from towns and other villages by green spaces. 
 
The Metropolitan Green Belt must be protected. 
 
 
Roxana Brammer 
Parish Clerk,  
On behalf of Cuxton Parish Council 
draft local plan 

 

What the Parish Council does 

Street Cleaning  

Bill Drake is our village street cleaner and does a great job of keeping the village clean. 

The Parish Council has recently installed some dog waste bag dispensers to help keep our 

street clean 

Millennium and Six Acre Woods 

These are managed by Cuxton Countryside Group on behalf of the Parish Council. 

Cuxton Noticeboard newsletter 

This is co-edited by Josie Griffiths and Kay Hutchfield and distributed by volunteers to every 

household in the village 10 times a year.  It is a valuable source of information to many in 

the village and the Parish Council is committed to its continued publication. 

Allotments 

The Council manages the allotment site on Sundridge Hill with 71 allotment plots available 

to rent including some raised plots for those with mobility issues. 



The Allotments are run by the Allotment Association who report to the Land Management 

Committee.   

Traffic Issues 

The Parish Council is continuing to work on the following: 

• Improving the Bush Road/A228 junction to make it safer 

• Speed issues on Bush Road and the wider village 

• Traffic mirrors for those exiting May Street 

• Ways to prevents cars driving on the pavement near the school 

• Safe pedestrian access to the allotments 

• Putting another dropped kerb into Pilgrims Way 

• Radar speed signs for Bush Road 

Meetings have been held with Medway Councils Highways Department and progress is slow 

but steady.  It is hoped that members from Highways Team will attend a Parish Council 

meeting in the near future to answer questions on the above issues. 

Local Grants 

At the Annual Parish Meeting grants are given out to local organisations.  Any Local 

organisation can apply for a grant with application forms available from the Parish website. 

Last year’s grants were 

Cuxton and Halling Scout Group - £750 towards general maintenance of the Scout Hall 

Friends of Cuxton Schools – £100 towards their tuck shop project 

St Michaels Church - £1,000 towards the installation of a disabled toilet 

Cuxton 91 - £1,000 towards the reseeding of their football pitches 

Cuxton Countryside Group - £360 for new dormouse nesting boxes 

In addition The Parish Council issues regular grants to the Church of £600 for maintenance 

of the churchyard and £350 to the Countryside Group for tools etc. 

Big Lunch 

This increasingly popular annual event continues to be supported by the Parish Council both 

financially and with many councillor volunteers.  The event now includes a very popular 

village show with a wide variety of craft classes that anyone could enter.  It features local 

bands, a beer tent run by the social club and other stalls from every other village 

organisation who use the event to boost their funds. 

This year’s event is on the 9th June. 

Village Christmas Tree 



The lighting of the tree has now become an annual event attended by increasing numbers of 

villagers.  Last year the tree was mainly paid for by our Ward Councillors fund with the 

mulled wine and mince pies donated.  The Parish Council supports this event financially and 

this year paid for a band for the carol singing which was thoroughly enjoyed by all. 

War Memorial Bench 

 This was installed in time for the centenary of World War 1.  The money for the bench was 

mainly raised at the Big Lunch with the Parish Council donating the shortfall.  Volunteers 

cleared the site and installed the bench. 

 


