
Medway Council
Meeting of Rural Liaison Committee

Wednesday, 30 June 2021 
6.00pm to 9.00pm

Record of the meeting
Subject to approval as an accurate record at the next meeting of this committee

PRESENT

Medway Council Representatives

Councillor Simon Curry
Councillor Gary Hackwell
Councillor Clive Johnson
Councillor Mick Pendergast
Councillor Ron Sands
Councillor Richard Thorne
Councillor Mrs Elizabeth Turpin

Parish Council Representatives

Parish Councillor Ray Collins, High Halstow Parish Council 
(Parish Council Representative)
Parish Councillor Nicola Diabella, Cooling Parish Council (Parish 
Council Representative) 
Parish Councillor Karen Draper, Allhallows Parish Council 
(Parish Council Representative)
Parish Councillor Kay Hutchfield, Cuxton Parish Council (Parish 
Council Representative)
Parish Councillor Andy Keates, Cliffe and Cliffe Woods Parish 
Council
Parish Councillor Andrew Millsom, Frindsbury Extra Parish 
Council (Parish Council Representative)
Parish Councillor Julie Wallace, Stoke Parish Council (Parish 
Council Representative)
Linda Atkinson, KALC (Parish Council Representative)

In Attendance: Michael Edwards, Head of Transport and Parking
Catherine Smith, Planning Manager, Policy
Ellen Wright, Democratic Services Officer
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1 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN

Decision:

Councillor Sands was elected Chairman for the 2021/22 Municipal Year.

2 ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN

Decision:

Consideration of the appointment of a Vice Chairman was deferred until the 
next meeting of the Committee.

3 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Barrett, Etheridge, 
Fearn, Hubbard and Williams and Parish Councillors Cordier (St James Isle of 
Grain), Kelly (St Mary Hoo) Wenham (Halling) and Williams (Hoo St Werburgh).

4 RECORD OF THE MEETING

The record of the meeting held on 20 April 2021 was approved and signed by 
the Chairman as a correct record.

5 URGENT MATTERS BY REASON OF SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES

There were none.

6 DECLARATIONS OF DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS AND 
OTHER SIGNIFICANT INTERESTS

Disclosable pecuniary interests
 
There were none.
 
Other significant interests (OSIs)
 
There were none.

Other interests
 
There were none.
 
The Chairman questioned whether it was acceptable for him to be Chairman of 
this Committee as he had also recently been appointed as Chairman of Hoo St 
Werburgh Parish Council. The Democratic Services Officer confirmed that this 
was acceptable but if at any time he considered that there were issues being 
discussed that he considered created a conflict of interest, he could declare an 
interest at that time. 
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7 TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT ON THE HOO PENINSULA (UPDATE)

Discussion:

The Committee received a report providing an update on specific actions set 
out at the meeting on 20 April 2021 relating to the management of traffic on the 
Hoo Peninsula.

The Head of Transport and Parking informed the Committee of the following 
progress with the four workstreams:

 Diversion route planning – Work on this had been slightly delayed due 
to operational matters relating to the highway network and Covid-19 
response work, but work was now continuing on this workstream

 LGV use of rural roads – Signing proposals had been drawn up and 
the initial layout appended to the report but this was continuing to 
receive design attention. The Head of Transport and Parking advised 
that local Ward Councillors would in due course receive details of the 
proposals to review and once confirmed, the final layout would undergo 
an internal technical appraisal. 

 Four Elms Hill Contraflow concept – Exploratory work was currently 
underway where there was a need to coordinate closely with the HIF 
project.

 Ratcliffe Highway – Proposals for the introduction of on street parking 
restrictions in the form of double yellow lines had been provided to Ward 
Councillors in April 2021. Details of the location of the parking 
restrictions were set out in the report and work to introduce the 
restrictions was due to take place at the end of June 2021. 

In response to questions, the Head of Transport and Parking confirmed that 
once the double yellow lines were in place on the Ratcliffe Highway, they would 
be enforceable.

In response to diversion route planning, the Head of Transport and Parking 
confirmed that the proposed diversion routes were a response to the current 
situation but would need to be flexible and adjusted going forward in response 
to any future developments. He further confirmed that diversion route planning 
was intended to cover emergency situations but could also be used when 
planned works were to take place and he would discuss this with the Council’s 
Street Works team.
 
In response to a question as to signage for lorries travelling to Thamesport, the 
Head of Transport and Parking confirmed that new signage had been put in 
place and was currently being monitored before being made permanent. If the 
signs were being ignored by lorry drivers or were considered not to be placed in 
the most appropriate location, he suggested that this be reported to officers for 
review.

The Committee discussed an issue with HGV’s travelling along West Street and 
on Buckland Road/Salt Lane which was not included on the maps appended to 
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the committee report. In response, the Head of Transport and Parking 
requested that any other areas not included on the maps be referred to him for 
investigation.

Decision:

The Committee noted the report and the progress on the four workstreams.

8 MEDWAY LOCAL PLAN - UPDATE

Discussion:

The Planning Manager Policy undertook a presentation updating the 
Committee on the current stage of the Medway Local Plan. 

She informed the Committee that the Government had set ambitious 
housebuilding targets for Medway resulting in the annual local housing need for 
Medway being set at 1586 homes. In addition, a review of the national planning 
process was currently underway which could result in major changes to the 
planning system. Alongside this, local authorities were having to address 
climate change and other structural changes in retail and employment patterns 
especially after the Covid-19 pandemic. The Local Plan would also be looking 
to deliver improvements for Medway, including health, employment, services 
and for the environment.

She informed the Committee that there were particular pressures in the South 
East in delivering the number of homes required by the Government and local 
authorities were considering provision of garden communities, major town 
centre renewal and urban extensions to provide new homes. This was not 
unique to Medway and she advised that Maidstone Borough Council was 
currently considering a development at Lidsing for up to 2400 homes in its new 
local plan and Gravesham Borough Council was considering development in 
Green Belt land west of Strood for approximately 1400 homes. In addition, both 
the Lower Thames Crossing and London Resort would likely have a potential 
impact on Medway.

In Medway, both Chatham and Strood had been identified as areas where 
significant changes could be made to introduce increased residential 
development and the Peninsula had also been identified as an area for 
development but it was stressed that the Local Plan sought to accommodate 
development sensitive to the special qualities of the rural area.

The Planning Manager Policy outlined the evidence work required to support 
the production of the Local Plan, which included the following:

 Employment land needs assessment – quantity and type of land 
 Local Housing Needs Assessment – quantity, mix, affordable housing 

and different sectors of the community
 Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation Assessment
 Retail Needs Assessment and Centre reviews 
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 Green and Blue Infrastructure Strategy 
 Landscape and Green Belt Studies
 Health Impact Assessment
 Strategic Flood Risk Assessment 
 Infrastructure Delivery Plan and Infrastructure Delivery Schedule
 Viability Assessment

The timetable for the production of the Local Plan was outlined as follows:

 Draft plan published Autumn 2021, with evidence base
 6 week consultation period for representations 
 Plan submitted to Planning Inspectorate for Examination
 Inspector holds Hearing Sessions and invites representations for 

Examination
 Inspector issues report with recommended modifications
 Modifications published for consultation
 Formal adoption of the plan.

At the request of the Committee, it was agreed that the Democratic Services 
Officer circulate a copy of the slide presentation to members of the Committee 
and Parish Clerks.

The Committee discussed the presentation and a summary of main comments 
submitted is set out below:

 If the Government housing target is not met the local authority will be 
penalised by a further 20% increase in housing numbers. It was 
questioned as to whether these targets had been challenged by local 
authorities.

 Any housing provision in rural areas needed to be supported by 
adequate transport facilities including public transport, rail links and 
electric vehicle charging facilities. In addition, there were already 
insufficient GP facilities to serve the existing local community.

 A 6 week consultation period is considered insufficient having regard to 
the detail that will be included in the Local Plan.

 The Peninsula has suffered several power cuts over the past year and it 
was suggested that UK Power be approached and requested to consider 
provision of public accessibly vehicle charging points. 

In response to concerns about the 6 week consultation period, the Planning 
Manager Policy accepted the benefits of early consultation and suggested that 
this could be via parish links in the rural area. 

In response to comments as to the electric vehicle charging points, she advised 
the Committee that a new National Policy on Design would soon be available 
but agreed to take this issue back to officers for consideration. On the issue of 
approaching UK Power, she agreed to discuss this with colleagues 
investigating the provision of electric vehicle charging points and she would 
report back on the relevant contacts.
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The Planning Manager Policy also confirmed that the Local Plan, once adopted 
would be in place for 15 years but would be reviewed every 5 years.

One Parish Councillor requested further information on the issue of viability 
assessments and it was agreed that this would be provided direct outside of the 
meeting.

Cliffe and Cliffe Woods Parish Council expressed concern that the delayed 
adoption of the Medway Local Plan impacted upon the production of its own 
Neighbourhood Plan and therefore exposed the Parish to development for 
which infrastructure was not in place to support additional homes. In response, 
the Planning Manager Policy advised that Neighbourhood Plans may be able to 
be published independent of the Medway Local Plan but would require 
separate consultation and examination which could take 9 – 12 months before 
a referendum could be held. Once in place, the Neighbourhood Plan would 
form part of the Policies considered when considering planning applications.

The Planning Manager Policy also advised that there were very few examples 
of local authorities successfully challenging the Government Housing targets 
and where they had, this had been as a result of assistance from neighbouring 
local authorities in providing sufficient additional development to meet housing 
targets in full through the Duty to Cooperate. 
 
Decision:

The Committee thanked the Planning Manager Policy for her presentation and 
noted the following:

a) A copy of the slide presentation will be supplied to members of the 
Committee and Parish Clerks.

b) The Planning Manager Policy will discuss with colleagues the possibility 
of approaching UK Power concerning the possible provision of publicly 
accessible electric vehicle charging points on the Peninsula and would 
advise the relevant contacts direct to the Member concerned.

c) Links to further information on viability assessments would be sent direct 
to the Member concerned.  

9 WORK PROGRAMME AND FORMAT OF MEETINGS FOR 2021/22

Discussion:

The Committee received a report setting out its current work programme and 
inviting suggestions for reports for future meetings.

The Committee was also requested to consider the format for future meetings 
insofar as to whether meetings should continue remotely or return face to face. 
It was noted that the Government was due to announce on 19 July, whether the 
current Covid-19 restrictions would be reduced and it was therefore suggested 
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that the Democratic Services Officer liaise with the Chairman once further 
information was known.

The Committee was reminded that as it was not a formal Council committee 
and not open to the public, the Committee could determine the format for its 
own meetings going forward.
 
Decision:

The Committee agreed:

a) In the light of the pending Government announcement concerning Covid-
19 restrictions, any decision as to the format for the September meeting 
be deferred at present and be the subject of further discussion with the 
Chairman.

b) To assist the Chairman, the Democratic Services Officer contact all 
members of the Committee after 19 July, seeking their views on the way 
forward for the format of the September meeting and going forward.

c) An item be included on the agenda for the September meeting on the 
Council’s policy on public conveniences.

d) An item be included on the Committee’s work programme for a future 
meeting on School Place Planning in rural areas and the infrastructure 
required.

e) The Democratic Services Officer be requested to raise with Medway 
Norse the issue of mosquito spraying on the Peninsula as to whether 
this had been carried out, what had been used and if it had not been 
undertaken when this would be undertaken. 

Chairman

Date:

Ellen Wright, Democratic Services Officer

Telephone:  01634 332012
Email:  democratic.services@medway.gov.uk
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