
CUXTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Notice of conclusion of tho audit 

Annual Return for the year ended 31 •1 March 2023 

Section 25 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 

Accounts and Audit (England) Regulations 2015 

1. The audit of accounts for Cuxton Parish Council/~ (a) 
for the year ended 31 March 2023 has been concluded . 

2. The Annual Governance and Accountability Return is available 
for inspection by any local government elector of the area of Cuxton 
Parish Council/Meetiflg (a) on application to: 

(b) Mr C. Jensen, Clerk and RFO, Cuxton Parish Council 
The Pavilion, Cuxton Recreation Ground, Bush Road Cuxton , 

Rochester, Kent ME2 1EZ 

contact clerk@cuxtonpc.org .uk to arrange an appointment 

Copies will be provided to any local government elector on 
payment of £2 .50 (c) for each copy of the Annual Return. 

Announcement made by: (d) Mr C. Jensen, Clerk and RFO, Cuxton 
Parish Council 

Date of announcement: (e) 28th September 2023 

Notes 

(a) Delete as 
appropriate 

(b) Insert name, 
position and 
address of the 
person to whom 
local government 
electors should 
apply to inspect the 
Annual Return 

(c) Insert a 
reasonable sum for 
copying costs 

(d) Insert name 
and position of 
person placing the 
notice 

(e) Insert date of 
placing of the 
notice 



Annual lntornnl Audit Report 2022/23 
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Dfurlng the financial year ended 31 March 2023 this authofity's internal auditor acting independently and on the basis 

an as~essment of risk, carried out a selective' assessment of compliance wi1h the relevant procedures and controls 
operation and obtained appropriate evidence from the authority. 

Th · 
0 e internal audit for 2022/23 has been carried out in accordance with this authority's needs and planned coverage. 
OU~ :::::s,s of the fi_ndings in the areas examined, the internal audit condusions are summarised in this table. Set 
. 'fi are the ObJectives of internal control and alongside are the internal audit condusions on whether. in all 

~,gni cant respects, the control objectives were being achieved throughout the financial year to a standard adequate 0 meet the needs of this authority. 

A. Appropriate accounting records have been property kept lhroughout the financial year. 
B. This authority complied wi1h its financial regulations, payments were supported by invoices, all 

expenditure was approved and VAT was appropriately accounted for. 
C. This authority assessed the significant risks to achieving its objectives and reviewed the adequacy 

of arrangements to manage thesa. 
D. The precept or rates requirement resutted from an adequate budgetary process; progress against 

the budget was regularly monitored; and reserves were appropriate. 
E. Expected income was fully received, based on correct prices, property recorded and promptly 

banked; and VAT was appropriately accounted for. 
F. Petty cash payments were property supported by receipts, all petty cash expenditure was approved 

and VAT appropriately accounted for. 

G. Salaries to employees and allowances to members were paid in accordance wi1h this authority's 
approvals, and PAYE and NI requirements were property applied. 

H. Asset and investments registers were complete and accurate and property maintained. 
I. Periodic bank account reconciliations were property canied out during the year. 
J. Accounting statements prepared during the year were prepared on the correct accounting basis (receipts 

and paymenls or inrome and expenditure), agreed to the cash book, supported by an adequate audij 
lrail from under1ying recuds and where appropriate debtors and aeditors were property recorded. 

K. If the authority certified itseff as exempl from a lim~ assurance review in 2021/22, it met the 
exemption criteria and cooect!y declared itself exempt. /II the authority had a limited assurance 
review of its 2021122 AGAR lick ·not covered? 

L. The authority published the required information on a websitelwebpage up to date at the time of the 
internal audit in accordance with the relevant legislation. 

M. In the year covered by this AGAR, the authority cooectly provided for a period for the exercise of 
public rights as required by the Accounts and Audn Regulations {during the 2022-23 AGAR period, 
were public rights in re/al/on to tha 2021-22 AGAR evidenced by a notice on the website and/or 
authorily approved minutes confirming the dates set) . 

N. The authority has complied with the publication requirements for 2021/22 AGAR 
(see AGAR Page 1 Guidance Notes). 

O. (For IOC.111 councils only) 
Trust funds (lnduding charitable) - The council met Its responsibilities as a trustee. 
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For any other risk areas identified by this autrority adequate controls existed (list any other risk areas on separate sheets tt needed). 

Dal~i~;i::;ltundwken ¢~,, Name~peffianwhocam:::7~n=~~ 

Signature of person who lf>J lot; /1; 3 
carriedouttheintemalaudlt Date /' oi; 

'ff the INponN la "no' plHH ataa lhe lmpltcatlons and IClfon being taken to addrus any we1knn1 In control 
Identified (ldd ieparm lhMII If netdld). 
-Note: If the rasponse is 'not OtNfllfJI! please state when the most recent internal audit work was done in this area and when tt 11 
next planned; or, If coverage Is not raqund, the annual Internal audtt report must explain why not (add separate lheell If needed). 
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Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2022/23 

We acknowledge as the members of: 

C.ul(ToN P~l.4 eo-,..._. c.:u .. 

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrange~nts_ for 
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and behef, with 
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2023, that: 

1. We have put in place arrangements for effective ftnancial 
management during the year. and for the pniparation of 
the aocounting statemenls. 

2. We maintained an adequate system of internal control 
including - designed lo preY8f1I and deled fraud 
and ainuplion and reviewed ils elfectiveness. 

3. We took an reasonable steps lo assure ourselves 
that there are no matters of actual or polential 
llOIHX>mpliance wilh laws, regulations and Proper 
Pradic:es lhat could have a significant financial effect 
on the ability ot this aulhority lo oonduct its 
business or manage its finances. 

4. We provided proper opportunity during the year for 
the exercise ot electors' righls in accordance wilh lhe 
requirements of the Accounls and Audtt Regulations. 

5. We carried out an assessment of the risJcs facing this 
aulhority and took appmpriale steps lo manage thoSe 
risks. indJding the introduclion of internal controls and/or 
external insurance cover when! required. 

6. We maintained lhroughout the year an adequate and 
effective system of internal audit of the aCCOllflling 
reain:ts and control systems. 

7. We took appropriate action on alt matlefS raised 
in reports from internal and external audit. 

8. We oonsidered whether arry litigation. liabilities or 
commitments. evenls or transactions. occurring either 
during or after lhe year-end. have a financial impact on 
lhis aulhority and. where appropriate. have included lhem 
in the accounting statements. 

9. (For local councils only) Trust funds including 
charitable. In our capacity as lhe sole managing 
truslee we discharged our accounlabilily 
responsibi1itie for the fund(s,'assets, including 
flnandal reporting and. if reqwed, Independent 
examination or audtt. 

Agreed 

I 
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/ 
/ 
/ 
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·Yes means that th,s a11thont1 

made proper arrsngemenls and acoepted responsbility 
for safeguarding the public money end reSOUtteS "' 
ilschatge. 

has only done wfl8t it has the legal power to do and has 
complied with Propar Praclices in doing so. 

during the year gaw aH persons lnferestsd the oppo,tunity to 
inspect end ask questions about this aulhority's accounts. 

considered and documented the financial and olhar risks it 
faces and dn/1 with them property. 

srranged for a competent person. independent of the financial 
controls end procedures. to give an objective triew on whether 
inlemal controls 111881 the needs of this smaller aulhority. 

responded to mafle,s brought to its attention by internal and 
extemal audit. 

disclosed el/8fY/hing ii should haWI about ifs business activity 
during the year including eW1nfs taking place aner fhe year 
end if relevant. 

has met all of ifs responsibilities where, as a body 
corporate, Is a sole managing trustee of a local 
trust or trusts. 

•Please provide explanations to the external auditor on a separate sheet for each 'No' response and describe 
how the authority will address the weaknesses Identified. These sheets must be published with the Annual 
Governance Statement 

This Annual Governance Statement was approved at a 
meeting of the authority on: 

1s/q,(z.023 
and recorded as minute reference: 

Signed by the Chainnan and Clerk of the meeting where 
approval was given: 

Chainnan 

Clerk 

WwW. C."1X~pC.0':9 .Vl':'.. 

Annuli Covlfflilllef 11nd MO@illlUililllty ~lllffl :10W23 F@ffll 3 
LOCII Councill, lnltmll Drtin1g1 IOili'dl Ind othor am1ll1r Aulho~IIH' 



Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2022/23 for 

Year ending 

1. Balanoes brought 
folward 

2. ( +) Precept or Rates and 
Levies 

3. (+) Total other receipts 

4. (-) Staff costs 

5. (-) Loan interest/capital 
repayments 

6. (-)AD other payments 

7. (=) Balances carried 
fOIWllrd 

8. Total value of cash and 
short term investments 

9. Total fixed assets plus 
long term investments 
and assets 

10. Total borrowings 

31 Mnrch 
2022 

[ 

lf>4L3Z 

620\b 

31o9ie 

341:x, 

NIL. 

40~3<? 

2021-32. 

zo2.1-1,.z 

-=l(:()901 

NIL 

31 March 
2023 

£ 

'2..02.1-32 

b2.Cll .. 

'2$'flo0 

391,g-o 

tJ:C.L 

~030 

lloS998 

lbS,?'iS 

101~21 

N"Il-

For Local Councils Only 

11a. Disclosure note re Trust funds 
(including charitable) 

11b. Disclosure note re Trust funds 
(including charitable) 

Yes I No I NIA I 

··-

Notes and guidance 

Total balances and reserves al the beginning of the yaar 
as recorded in the /lnanciaf records. Value must agree lo 

Please round all figures to nonrest fl Do no/ /f!ave .,ny 
boxes blank and report £0 or Nil balances Alf figures must 
agree to tmdertymg financml records 

Box 7 of previous year. 
Total amount of precept (or for I0Bs rates and /eVieS) 
received or receivable in the year. Exclude any grants 
received. 
Total income or receipts as recorded in the cashbook less 
the precept or rates/levies received (line 2). Include any 
grants received. 
Total expenditure or payments made to and on behalf 
of all employees. Include gross salaries and wages, 
employers NI contributions, employers pension 
contributions, gratuities and severance payments. 
Total exp8nditure or payments of capital and interest 
made during the year on the authority's borrowings (if any). 

Total expenditure or payments as recorded in the cash-
book less staff costs (line 4) and loan interest/capital 
repayments (line 5). 
Total balances and reserves at the end of the year. Must 
equal (1+2+3) - (4+5+6). 

The sum of an current and deposit bank accounts, cash 
holdings and short tenn investments held as at 31 March -
To agrH with bank reconciliation. 
The value of all the property the authority owns - it is made 
up of all its fixed assets and long tenn investments as at 
31 March. 
The outstanding capital balance as at 31 March of all loans 
from third parties (Including PWLB). 

The Council, as a body corporate, acts as sole trustee and 
is responsible for managing Trust funds or assets. 

The figures in the accounting statements above do not 
include any Trust transactions. 

I certify that for the year ended 31 March 2023 the Accounting 
Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountability 
Retum have been prepared on either a receipts and payments 
or income and expenditure basis following the guidance in 
Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities - a 
Practitioners' Guide to Proper Practices and present fairly 
the financial position of this authority. 

I confirm that these Accounting Statements were 
approved by this authority on this date: 

Signed by Rnponslbll Financial Offlc:tr btfont being 
prHtnl9d to the authority for approval 

Date 

,sjor.,/zou 

as recorded in minute reference: 

Signed by Chainnan of the meeting where the Accounting 
Statements were approved 

MIMI! O@W!l'MIICO l !ICI Aoooulllibllft; "tillffl ioU/H Fllfffl 
bl!MI Clllllkiill , lnltfflil DftiM9t IOii'dl Ind olh@r l m111tr AulllofiliH' 



Section 3 - External Auditor's Report and Certificate 2022/23 

In respect of Cuxton Parish Council 

1 Respective responsibi lities of the auditor and the authority 
Our responsibility as audrtors lo complete a limited assurance review ,s sel out by the Naoonal Aud• Office (NAO). A irnrted 
assurance revie,.y Is not a full statutory audit. rt does not constiMe an audit earned out In accordance wrth lntemabonal 
Standards on Audrtmg (UK & Ireland) and hence o does not provide the same level of assurance that sucll an audit v.oold. 
The UK Government has detennined that a tower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutO!)' audrt IS app,opnate 
for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending. 
Under a Ii":'~ assurance review, the auditor 1s responsi~ for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and 
Accoontab,trty Return in accordance with NAO Audrtor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on beha~ of the 
Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 1s available from the NAO website -
https:/lwwN.nao.org.uk/code-audit-pracbce/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/ . 
This authority is responsible for ensunng that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has 
a sound system of internal control . The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in 
accordance with Proper Practices which: 

• summarises lhe accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2023; and 
• confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external auditors. 

2 External auditor's limited assurance opinion 2022/23 
On the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of lhe Annual Governance and Accountability Return, in our opinion lhe information in Sections 
1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and AccountaMty Reh.m 1s 10 acc.ordance wrth Proper 1-1ract,ces anel no other matters have come to our 
attention givcng cause fOf concern that relevant leg1slatK>n and regulatory requirements have not been met. 

Other matters not affecting our opinion wh1d't we draw to the attention of the authonty 

Nol applicable 

3 External auditor certificate 2022/23 
We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and 
Accountability Return, and discharged our responsibi lities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, 
for the year ended 31 March 2023. 
"\/Ve do not certify complellon because: 

Not applicable 

External Auditor Name 

Mazars LLP, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE11DF 

Externa l Auditor Signature M~~LLP Date 
23 September 2023 
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